44                     SIR CHARLES NAPIER                 CHAP.

was not known for months after the battle, and he
was reckoned among the missing dead. The body of
Stanhope was brought back to the bivouac and buried
there. His surviving brother was passionately attached
to him, and when the moment came to fill in the hastily-
made grave he leant over it to take a last look at the
dead man's face. At that moment a ball from the enemy
struck him, but the thick folds of his cloak, which was
worn rolled across his chest, stopped the bullet, and
prevented Death from joining together in the same grave
the brothers he had shortly before separated.

The army of Corunna reached England in a terrible
condition. The men had embarked on the night of the
16th in great confusion, portions of regiments and corps
getting on board any vessel they could reach in the
darkness, without regard to order or number. No
account of killed or wounded was ever obtained \ but the
total loss from the time the army quitted Portugal in
October, 1808, until it arrived in England in the end of
January, 1809, was not short of twelve thousand men and
five thousand horses, and all its material had also been
lost. A wild and impossible enterprise, pushed on against
the advice of all trained and capable military opinion by
the ignorance of the English Cabinet and its represent-
ative Mr. Frere. These people spoke of the genius of
Napoleon and his generals as a gigantic bubble which had
only to be pricked to vanish. The defeat of a brave but
indifferent leader like the Duke of Abrantes at Vimieiro,
where all the odds of numbers and surroundings were
against him, made them believe that they had only to
throw another army into the Peninsula and that it would
at once combine with the Spaniards and march to Paris.